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CITY OF DES MOINES
Zoning, Planning and Design Code

The zoning, planning and design code for the City of Des Moines will be located in
chapters 134 and 135 of the municipal ordinance. See the Table of Contents below:

CHAPTER 134

Article 134-1
Article 134-2
Article 134-3
Article 134-4
Article 134-5
Article 134-6
Article 134-7
Article 134-8
Article 134-9

ZONING

Introductory Provisions

Districts

Uses

Wireless Telecommunications Facilities
Signs

Review & Approval Procedures
Nonconformities

Administration and Enforcement
Definitions

CHAPTER 135 PLANNING AND DESIGN

Article 135-1
Article 135-2
Article 135-3
Article 135-4
Article 135-5
Article 135-6
Article 135-7
Article 135-8
Article 135-9
Article 135-10
Article 135-11
Article 135-12

Introductory Provisions

Building Types

Measuring Building Type Regulations
Design Requirements
Large-Scale Development
Parking

Landscape & Streetscape

Site Design Requirements
Review & Approval Procedures
Pre-Existing Situations
Administrations & Enforcements
Definitions



CITY OF DES MOINES

Zoning, Planning &
Design Code

This diagram outlines the
process for determining the
development code applicable
to a lot.

The subsequent slides in this
presentation follow this
diagram.

Note: This diagram is included on
each of the following slides with the
current step highlighted.

Typical Steps for Development

STEP Locate the subject property on the
1 Zoning Map

to determine how it is zoned

See
PIanDSM org

Ifthe property is

F (Flood Hazard) Dlstrlct

the floodplain regulations code chapter S50 apply

If the deve acres or mo the
. Large-Scale Development

egulations apply and provide guid e on stree

lock and open space

patterns

Chapter 50
Floodplains

Chapter 135
Article 5
Large-Scale

(" STEP  review

Chapter 134

4 Bulldlng Types

ect zoning district and and to

find specific

g Your Building Type”

siting,

Chapter 135
Article 2
Building Types

2 District Descriptions Article 2
to understand the intended character of the zoning district that applies to the property Districts
.
'l
STEP Chapter 134
; ; Article 3
mine which uses are allowed under the zoning that appl Uses
i
( e\
STEP Review J
~

(" STEP  Review
Design Requirements
for additional design requirements applicable to b

uildings and sites

Chapter 135
Article 4
Design Reas &
Chapter 135
Article 8

for information about the site

plan review and design exception processes

. Site Design Regs __/
( STEP  Revew. Chapter 135 h
Parking ‘ - ) Article 6
to determine motor vehicle and bicycle parking requirements for different types of uses Parking
N J
(STEP  Review Chapter 135 )
Landscape & Streetscape Avtleled
for tree planting site landscape, and screen/buffer requirements
\ J
( STEP  Review Chapter 134 )
Signs Article 5
to determine the sign regulations that apply to the property’s zoning ~lgns
- P
(" STEP Review Chapter 135 )
Review and Approval Procedures Article 9

' Determine whether additional
iy Review and Approval Procedures

(e.g., conditional use appr s) will be required to accommodate the
\_ proposed de he rezoning process)

W,
N\

Chapter 134
Artlcle 6

CITY OF DES MOINES DEVELOPMENT CODE

DRAFT MAY 17, 201¢



Step 1: Zoning Map

An interactive zoning Bm:
map app is available Py

online at

www.PlanDSM.org Enter your address

in the search box on
the zoning map app
to determine your

zoning district.

Click on the two-way
arrow buttons to
switch the map
between current and

proposed zoning. A
Zoom in, click on

your property, and an
info box will pop-up
to show you your

Typlcal Steps for Development

current and
proposed zoning.
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Step 2: Districts - Mixed-Use, Commercial

Review your zoning
district description in
Chapter 134, Article 2.

The mixed-use,
commercial, and
industrial districts are
listed here:

Typlcal Steps for Development

10

Downtown Mix (DX)

DX1 DISTRICT: downtown core
DX2 DISTRICT: downtown mixed use
DXR DISTRICT: downtown & river residential

Mixed-Use (MX) Nodes & Corridors

MX1 DISTRICT: neighborhood mixed-use
MX2 DISTRICT: corridor & transit mixed-use
MX3 DISTRICT: mixed-use & auto-oriented uses

Residential-Office Mix (RX) at Nodes & Corridors

RX1 DISTRICT:  neighborhood residential-office
RX2 DISTRICT:  corridor residential-office
EX DISTRICT: employment center-office

Large Format Commercial Mix (CX)

CX DISTRICT: large format commercial
Industrial (1)
11 DISTRICT: general industrial

12 DISTRICT: intensive industrial



Step 2: Districts - Neighborhoods

Neighborhood (N) Districts

N1a DISTRICT:
N1b DISTRICT:

Review your zoning
district description in
Chapter 134, Article 2

The neighborhood
and other districts are
listed here:

Typlcal Steps for Development

N: -

| &

v

WOzl o ~N ()}

N2 DISTRICT:

N3a DISTRICT:
N3b DISTRICT:

N3c DISTRICT:

N4 District:
N5 District:

NM District:

largest lot
large lot
contemporar
P y NOTE:

. Extensions added to the
mid-century _ end of the district mean:
post-war cottage, mid-century
mix -2 up to 2 units per lot

post-war cottage (such as N2-2, N5-2)

-4 up to 4 units per lot
brick cottage (such as N5-4)
pre-war bungalows, craftsman,

Victorians
mobile homes

Mixed Neighborhood (NX) Districts

NX1 DISTRICT
NX2 DISTRICT

NX2a DISTRICT
NX3 DISTRICT

Other Districts

A DISTRICT:
F DISTRICT:
P1 DISTRICT:
P2 DISTRICT:
PUD:

houses + rowhouses
houses + rowhouses +
small apartments

NX2 + live/work
rowhouses + taller
apartment towers

agricultural land

flood hazard

parks

churches, schools, institutions
legacy Planned Unit Developments



Review the uses allowed
in your district on the
Use Table in Chapter 134,
Article 3.

The use table is 4 pages
long. Definitions of uses
and any conditions
associated with those uses
are in Chapter 134, Article
3.

Typlcal Steps for Development

(“see - \
ing Map
\ J
¥ (Flood Hazard) District
Large-scale Development
(st b
2  District Descriptions
\ )
(“see proc 134 )
Uses e 3 J
sTEP —
4 CUanaTipes
L
(Cstep N
5 Design Req

—
3| O3
J_UL

Landscape & Streetscape
7
— J
(st 3
8
J
(stee 4
9 =
P J
(st
view and Approva "
10 * d Approval P
L )

Uses are listed in S

the left hand
colu mn USE cATEGORY SR

DRA 134-3. USES
. Principal Uses

USE CATEGORY [ ] TABLE 3.1-1.mnunnm
et USE CATEGORY e UL C—

Districts
are located

Use Subcategory z e
specific Use Type s N e
Urities and Publc Sarvice Fac - -
2 3
4 &
: & column
EOMMEREIAL T YEER 0y s 99 =
%% xR =% = i
Adult Entertainment <« 3882288 =-0z322z22z8Cf8 Referone header
Animal Sorvice
o RESIDENTIAL
D) Household Living
. 1
o0 . lox esie &
Assembly and Entenainment Celalele
_ amg A
S e -
Broadcast or Recording Studio LAL)
Business o Trade Schoal - ~0 0

Commercial Service

cs s
se e
se o
ee e
ce

-
Day Care = L AL
Day Services, Aduik = O (081 O 161 O (61 O 16381 O
CwingandOrikingpaces | e e
Tl oo oo
Slelalels
Finanda Service - ce e
P P 1 P
P P

wise dassified

— PUBLIC, CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL
oo o Airport - - - -
College or University -
Fraternal Organization -
Hospital -
Library or Cultural Exhibit -
Parks and Recreation ®
Postal Service -
Religious Assembly -

DES MOINES CHAPTER 134: ZONI

Safety Service L]
School =
Utilities and Public Service Facilities

L AL B B B BL DL BN BN
eo0 00080 e
L BL L BL BL DL B BE N J

COMMERCIAL

Adult Entertainment 00~ - - - - - ol - = - = - B - - S - B - 124361
Key at the Animal Service
bottom of =
each table
defl nes CITY OF DES MOINES CHAPTER 134: ZONING DRAFT 13433
each
symbol:
KEY: @=permitted by right | ®®=permitted on upper floors only | {’=requires conditional use approval | *supplemental use regulations apply | —=prohibited

®=permitted by right where district includes “-2" extension | ®=permitted by right where district includes "-4" extension
@ = prohibited where district includes “V” extension | ® = permitted with conditional use approval in NX2a district only
®@ = permitted on major commercial corridors only



Storefront e o o L]
Commerdial Cottage
Commercial Cottage . e o L]
General Building L] L]
General Building e o e o o == . B S B N ' OB
Commercial Center
Commercial Center L] e
Workshop/Warehouse .
Workshop/Warehouse e o 0
Typlcal Steps for Development Civic Building il 1l el | hd
— < Civic Building ® e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Principal-Use Parking B | T B | [
1 oningmap %M - o . Y Structure
s ) ::"‘( palUseParking g o o 6 @ e © 0 0 o o o
tructure Flat Building LA

Step 4: Building Types

Review and select one of
the building types

allowed in your district
in Building Types in Mixed-Use, Commercial, & Neighborhood & Other

Chapter 135, Article 2. Industrial Districts are Districts are located on a
located on one table second table

135-2. BUILDING TYPES - 135-2. BUILDING TYPES
Districts are ox, X. 1 DISTRICTS N.NX. AP DISTRICTS
located in the 3
COlUmn header BUILDING TYPES g 3 g 3 )2\( 22208 =no Reference BUILDING TYPES 222222222222 <58 retrene
Goamttn Siccaliont > Downtown Storefront
Downtown General e o o isindliilals — — — = — —_— _ —

I L] L] — _— Storefront

Flat Building L] e o

N 3 | il 1l Row Building e o o

M8 Rew Buliding i . ¢ House A e o o L]
( 5, a House A House B L
:? = House B House C e o o .
o = House C House D [ e o o

7 . House D
(¥ ot LR
| 5 D xsv': L] , -
,‘? N
o : . Key at the bottom of each table
.t Building Types are defines each symbol:
(g listed in the left hand y ’
1:0 3 column KEY: @=permitted by right | e=required on primary frontages |

(P=permitted only on corner lots, maximum 150 feet in length



Step 4: Building Types

For each building type, 4
pages define the
essential regulations.

PAGE 1 includes images
illustrating the building

type

Typlcal Steps for Development

(“srew e |

Zoning Map

\ J

I

¥ (Flood Hazard) District

Large-Scale Development

( st b
2  District Descriptions
s
(st 3
Uses

)

Bullding Types

R

\

Design Reg

J= L /\

I

Parking

—
3| o3
7\ AN

I
7 Landscape & streetscape

— J

(st 3
8 Sim

— J

(st )
Q  Review and Approval Procedures

L J

Review and Approval Procedures

-
| S

oRAFT 135-2. BUILDING TYPES

13525 Storefront
251 DESCHITION AND ITENT

252 ILLUSTRATIVE IMAGES

111 CHAPTER 138: PLANNING AND DESIGN ORAFT

135-2. BUILDING TYPES

Storefront
253 STOREFRONT REGULATIONS

A. Building Siting = - riure 1352
@ Multiple Principal Bulldings

@ Minimum primary Frontage

Coverage

© Frimary Frontage Buildto
Zone {f)
Non-Primary Frontage Builc
o Zone (ft)

@ Minimum nceror Sde
Setback 1)

@ Minimum Rear Setback (f)

Maximum Impervious Area
© Aditional Semi Pervious
Area

Surface Parking/Loading

© L
Garage/Loading Entrance
Location

@ Permitted Driveway Access

B. Height ioe. e ruue
@ Minimum Overall Helght
@ Maximum Overall Height
Primary Frontage Ground
tory:

(]

i
Al Other Stories:

Figure 135258,

PAGE 4 includes further
explanations of the table
information

PAGES 2 & 3 define
the regulations for the
building type in each
district

.

DRAFT DRAFT

€. Uses fieferto Figue 13525.C
Primary Frontage Facade
@ Ground Story s
@ Non-Primary Frontage, All
Upper Stories, & Basement
@ Required Occupied Space

Parking/Loading within
@ principal Building

Minimum Primary Frontage
@ Ground Story Transparency

Minimum Transparency
@ per Each tory & any Half
tory

v
D Configration

Brimayy Frontage Ground
@ Story Vertical Facade
Divisions

@ Horizontal Facade Divisions

@ Permitted Roof Types

@ Entrance Location & Number

rimary Frontage Entryway(s)

@ frimary Frontage Entrance &
Ground Story Elevation

oo Two o L

D. Street & Public Way Facades and Roof Requirements st 1

135-2. BUILDING TYPES ORAFT

£ Adeitisnsi R —

-4

f L12]
TEe=e) - o ] o
H T DI
8o oo © D@moo
b o 22 (5 otm @ mmm
i ® o &) D D@ O D
: ® =
® O (19) == 1B
! _ o=
i 20 O o oo ® e
R L Figure 135:25<. Figure 135250
MOINES CHAPTER 135: PLANNING AND DESIGN DRAFT ‘J

135-2. BUILDING TYPES

Storefront

DRAFT 7 ; CITY OF DE




Step 4: Building Types

Each building type table

has 4 categories of
regulations.

A. Building Siting includes
requirements for locating
the building and parking

on the site.

B. Height includes minimum
and maximum height
requirements expressed in
stories and floor-to-floor
heights.

(Tstee

Typlcal Steps for Development

(st )
2  District Deserip

)

(step <)
3

(s )
4 Bullding Types J

(suw B’
5 Design Requirements

< \
| ~E)| oz

L

J J

135-2. BUILDING TYPES

Storefront
253 STOREFRONT REGULATIONS

A. Building Siting i« rigure 1352,
© Multiple

nimum Primary Frontage
e

cipal Buildings

tage Build-to

nary Frontage Build

@ Permitted Driveway Access

m Overall Helght

@ Max verall Height
Primary Frontage Ground
@ SO

[t
All Other Stories:

Figure 135-2.5-8,

DRAFT

C. Uses locates uses permitted per
the Uses article (134-3) within the

building.

DRAFT DRAFT

MX1 MX2
C. Uses fiefer 1o Fgue 135:25.C

Primary Frontage Facade
@ Ground Stary

@ NonPrimary Frontage, All
Upper Stories, & Basement

@ Required Occupied Space
@ barking/Loading within
Principal Building

Minimum Primary Frontage
@ Ground Story Transparency

Minimum Transparency

@ per Each Story & any Half
tory

@ Entrance Location & Number

@ Primary Frontage Entryway(s)
Configuration

@ Frimary Frontage Entrance &
Ground Stary Elevation
Primary Frontage Ground
@ Story Vertical Facade
Divisions

@ Horizontal Facade Divisions

@ Permitted Roof Types

i
e eeeel
o

el © |e|®|e
o |8|o|e

©)

Flgure 135-25C.

135-2. BUILDING TYPES

Storefront

s lox P

D, Street & Public Way Facades and Roof Requirements ruic i rizo 135250

=—m
OI———
m M m
g Yo
o+ M m
M M _m
T 0

o

20

Feure 135250

CITY OF DES MOINES CHAPTER 135: PLANNING AND DESIGN DRAFT

M m
M m
M m

D. Street
Facade
includes
window,
door, &
roof
require-
ments.

Each regulation is keyed to the illustrations at

the bottom.



Step 5: Design Requirements

Review design for
requirements applicable
to building (134-4) and
site (135-8)

Building design
requirements include such
items as:

+ facade materials

* roof materials

* window design

* balcony design

» ground floors on slopes

Site design requirements
include site planning,
engineering, fire safety and
traffic and circulation

Typlcal Steps for Development

(“srew e |

J\ JX AN

J\

135-4. DESIGN REQUIREMENTS DRAFY
General
134-10.1 General 10.1.3 DESIGN ALTERNATIVES

10.1.1 INTENT A. vl‘\Item.atlv\(es ff)v Othe.r Materials. Materials

10.1.2 APPLICABILITY

ess otherwise stated

A. Historic District Designations. Sin Al Buildings inEx | BUIINESInNE- )y

tricts  and | Districts | neriore "0 X | N4, N5 Districts
B. Al
M
de 135-4. DESIGN REQUIREMENTS
° ° L] Facade and Roof Materials

or facade materials, unless otherwise listed as prohibited in Table

Maximum
Allowed Facades Amount on Each
Facade
Non-street facades only 100%
Non-street facades only 100%
All below first fioor 20%
B Commercial  Non-street facades only 100%

Figure 135-4.1-A. Diagram of Allwed M:

65% of street
Al facade. 100% on
other facades

CITY OF DES MOINES CHAPTER 135: PLANNING AND DESIGN DRAFT




Step 6: Parking

Review both motor
vehicle and bicycle
parking requirements by
use.

Chapter 135, Article 6
defines off-street parking
ratios by use and includes
parking and driveway layout
and design.

Typlcal Steps for Development

(“srew |
ing Map

\ J

¥ (Flood Hazard) District

Large-Scale Development

J\

,
| @5
I

TABLE 135-6.4-1. VEHICLE PARKING RATIOS

USE CATEGORY
Min.
Spaces Per

Use Subcategory Supplemental

Specific Use Type

" Household 0.5 per unit for

Household Living unit elderly housing

Group Living
; : g i Plus 0.5 spaces per
Assisted living facility 1 8 beds Bomn
2

Shelter, temporary employees

Other group living 0.5 resident
PUBLIC, CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL
Airport Established in accordance with 135-6.2.7
College or University of this article.
Fraternal Organization 1 150 sq. ft.
Hospital 1 5 beds Plus 1 per 2 staff

member
Library or Cultural Exhibit 1
Parks & Recreation

1,000 sq. ft.

Established in accordance with 135-6.2.7

Postal Service of this article.

Assembly 1 6 seats
Safety Service 1 2 staff
School
Elementary/middle i 2 staff  Plus 10 spaces
. 1 2 staff

Higtt &chiegl 1 10 students
Ut|I.|t.|<-.:s and Public Service i > staff
Facilities
COMMERCIAL
Adult Entertainment 1 400 sq. ft.

) " Animal enclosure
Animal Service i 400 sq. ft. i —
Assembly and
Entertainment L Gt
Broadcast or Recording
Studio 1 400 sq. ft.

. 1 2 staff
Business or Trade School 1 5 Students
Commercial Service i 600 sq. ft.
Day Care 1 5 Staff Plus 3 drop-off/pick-

up spaces

TABLE 135-6.3-1. BICYCLE PARKING RATIOS
USE CATEGORY

Use Subcategory

Specific Use Type
RESIDENTIAL
Household Living

Buildings with 2 or fewer
household units

Buildings with 3 to 6
household units

Buildings with 7 or more
household units

Group Living

Bicycle Spaces

1 space

1 per 15 household units; minimum 2
spaces

1 per beds; minimum 2 spaces

PUBLIC, CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL

College or University

Fraternal Organization
Hospital

Library or Cultural Exhibit

Public Recreation Areas

Assembly

School
COMMERCIAL
Adult Entertainment

Assembly & Entertain-
ment

Broadcast or Recording
Studio

Business or Trade School
Commercial Service
Eating & Drinking Places
Financial Service
Lodging

Office

Parking, Non-Accessory
Retail Sales

Sports and Rec., Private/
Participant

Established in accordance with 135-6.2.7
of this article

1 per 4,000 sq. ft.
1 per 30,000 sq. ft.
1 per 2,000 sq. ft.

Established in accordance with 135-6.2.7
of this article

1 per 200 seats; minimum 2 spaces
1 per classroom

1 per 4,000 sq. ft.

500 seats or less = 1 space per 125 seats
More than 500 seats = 4 spaces plus 1
space per 250 seats

1 per 50,000 sq. ft.

1 per classroom
1 per 4,000 sq. ft.
1 per 4,000 sqg. ft.
1 per 4,000 sq. ft.
1 per 40 rooms,; minimum 2 spaces
1 per 50,000 sq. ft.
1 per 25 motor vehicle spaces
1 per 4,000 sq. ft

1 per 2,500 sq. ft.
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Step 7: Landscape & Streetscape

Review landscape and
streetscape requirements
for each district.

Landscape buffer and screen
requirements address such
areas as:

* Parking lot frontages
along streets and
residential alleys.

* Buffers between different
uses.

+ Parking lot landscape.
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Figure 135-7.9-A. Interior Parking Lot Landscaping



Step 8: Signs

Review sign regulations
for each district.

Typlcal Steps for Development

(step = Y
Zoning Map Fanosm ‘

L J

¥ (Flood Hazard) District

Large-Scale Development

(s g1t |
2  District Descriptions Aot J
| —
(“stee g 134 )
Uses - J
sTEP ——
Building Types '
(s

Design Require

Parking
Landscape & Streetscape

Review and Approval Proced

0 "eViev and Approvel pracedures

DX, MX, RX, CX, E
DX2 MX1 EX

DX1 DXR MX2 MX3 (@8 RX | P
PERMITTED SIGN TYPES
Wall L] ° (] (] [ ] [ ] L] e
Monument L L L L e L LJ Ld
Projecting ° ° o ° [ ] [ ] ° L
Roof [ ] [ ] — e = L]
WALL SIGNS: MAXIMUM NUMBER AND AREA
Maximum Number > s . = 5 5 -
per Occupant 2
Maximum Total j 1.25 per |
Sign Area (sq. ft.) 3 pesll
Maximum Area of 500 <q f ey B Sy O
Any Single Sign 2005q.ft 100sq.ft. | 100sg.ft | 200s
Other Regulations See section |

MONUMENT SIGNS: MAXIMUM NUMBER, AREA AND HEIGHT

Maximum Number i 1
per Street Frontage

Maximum Sign Area S
(sq. ft.)

Maximum Height
(ft.)

PROJECTING SIGNS
Maximum Number :

Maximum Sign Area |

Maximum
Projection

Minimum Vertical
Clearance

Other Regulations
|AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS |
IReguIa!ions See section 134-5.6.7 of this article ‘
ROOF SIGNS

mounted tof

M

Maximum Number

Maximum Sign Area

Maximum Height

Other Regulations | 1-5 6.8 of t &
I ELECTRONIC AND MULTI-VISION DISPLAYS ON MONUMENT SIGNS ‘

ction 1

| Regulations

Table Notes: @ = Permitted, subject to compliance with & able regulations of this article | — = Prohibited

7~ — Figure 134-5.6-B. Monument Sign Example




Step 9: Review & Approval Procedures - Site Plans

Review Article 135-9 for
procedures regarding

site plans and design ADMINSTRATIVE SITE PLANS

alternatives : : :
* Site plans that comply with regulations or
include only minor (Type 1) design alternatives
Site plan review under « Community development director approval

updated ordinance includes

more objective review and » Appeals to plan and zoning commission
decision-making criteria * Many Type 1 design alternatives available
(compared to current

chapter 82 process)

Intended to result in faster, PUBLIC HEARING SITE PLANS

more predictable process - . -
+ Site plans that include one or more major

(Type 2) design alternatives
* Plan and zoning commission
» Appeals to city council

Typlcal Steps for Development
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Step 10: Review & Approval Procedures — Additional

Review Chapter 134-6
for processes regarding:

*  Zoning Ordinance Text
Amendments

* Zoning Map Amendments
* Conditional Uses
* Type 1 Zoning Exceptions
* Type 2 Zoning Exceptions
* Zoning Variances

* Reasonable
Accommodation

*  Appeals of Administrative
Zoning Decisions

Typlcal Steps for Development

(“see - \
g Map
L J
¥ (Flood Hazard)
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Q  Review and Approval Procedures

| —
’1'6 Review and Approval Procedures Shae e J

C

Preapplication Meeting

Application Filing

(with Community Development Director)

Neighbor Communications

Staff Review/Recommendation

Plan and Zoning Commission
Public Hearing and Recommendation

City Council

Public Hearing and Decision

Approve w/ Conditions

Rezonings

Application Filing
(with Community Development Director)

Staff Review/Recommendation

Board of Adjustment
Public Hearing and Decision

Approve w/ Conditions

Variances

Application Filing
(with Community Development Director)

Staff Review/Recommendation

Board of Adjustment
Public Hearing and Decision




